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Meeting Period  

From 1000 to 1500 hrs.  

Venue Sponsor  

KACARE Conference Room, Olaya, Riyadh KACARE 

Members Attendance   

1- Engr. Hamed Al-Saggaf Saudi Electricity Company Chairman 

2- Engr. Fayez Al-Jabri 
Electricity & Co-generation 
Regulatory Authority 

Regulator  

3- Dr. Fahad Abu-Mouti 
King Abdullah City for 
Atomic and Renewable 
Energy 

 
KACARE 

4- Engr. Abdulazziz Al Shumailah Saudi Electricity Company Generation 

5- Engr. Osama Saleh Mahjoub 
Saline Water Conversion 
Corporation  

Generation 

6- Dr. Mahmoud Bahi El-Din Zayan Saudi ARAMCO Generation 

7- Engr. Sedqi A. Bu Khamsin National Grid SA Transmission 

8- Engr. Mohammed Y. Al-Zahrani National Grid SA Transmission 

9- Engr. Mohammed Y. Al-Taher Saudi Electricity Company  Distribution  

10- Engr. Khalid Al-Nafey MARAFIQ Distribution 

11- Engr. Abdulaziz J. Al-Zahrani SABIC 
Directly-connected 
Customers 

Absentees: Excused with Alternates   

1- Engr. Salman A. Al-Zahrani MARAFIQ Transmission 

2- Engr. Fahad Al-Zamil Saudi Electricity Company  Distribution  

3- Engr. Jobran A. Al-Refai Saudi ARAMCO Distribution 

Alternates Attendance   

1- Engr. Khalid Al-Nafey MARAFIQ Distribution 

2- Engr. Mohammed Y. Al-Taher Saudi Electricity Company  Distribution  

3- Engr. Mohammed Al-Hamdan Saudi ARAMCO Distribution 

Guests Attendance   

1- Engr. Abdullah Al-Sheri National Grid  Transmission  

2- Engr. Osama Al-Sayed National Grid Transmission 

3- Dr. Jonathan Sprooten ELIA GROUP KACARE-Consultant 

4- Engr. Jamal Bugshan Saudi Aramco Generation 
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No. Clause Responsibilities 
1- Review of previous MoM 

 No comment was raised by any member. 

 

2- Follow up on action plan items 

 The following are the recommendations sent to ECRA 

awaiting approval: 

 Amendment Nos. 13A035, 13A037, and 13A038; 

 Derogation Nos. 12D075, 12D091, 12D093, and 

12D099. 

 To give enough time for the proposed amendments of 

KACARE, it was agreed by the Members to postpone the 

discussion on agenda items 4 to 7.  

 
 
 
Engr. Fayez 
 
 
 
 

3- Approval of the GCSC Annual Report 

 The Chairman requested the Committee Members to 

submit their comments on the 2013 GCSC Annual Report 

within 5 days. The Annual Report will be sent to ECRA after 

incorporating all the comments received from the members 

within the said period, if any. 

 
Members 

4- Presentation and discussion on KACARE’s Proposed 

Amendments. 

 Prior to the start of KACARE’s presentation on the proposed 

amendments, it was noted from Dr. Zayan that future 

amendments in the SAGC cannot be enforced to existing 

plants. The Chairman instructed Dr. Zayan to prepare a 

proposed amendment in the SAGC regarding this matter.    

 To proceed with the presentation and discussion of 

KACARE’s proposed amendments, Dr. Fahad mentioned 

that the proposed amendments containing numerical 

values need extensive review by the Committee while the 

proposed amendments containing definitions and pure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Zayan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5- Engr. Emad Tallab SWCC Generation 

6- Engr. Abdulrahman Al-Shabnan National Grid Transmission 

7- Engr. Fahad AlAjlan 
Electricity & Co-generation 
Regulatory Authority 

ECRA 

8- Mohammed A. Hussain National Grid Transmission 

Secretariat   

1- Oliver O. Cruz        National Grid SA         Transmission 
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No. Clause Responsibilities 
wordings, which are believed to be minor issues only, may 

be set voting by the Chairman.  

 Engr. Al-Jabri requested to follow original agenda and that 

no voting on the proposed amendments should take place. 

All proposed amendments are subjected to further study by 

his team. He agrees that all these proposed amendments 

are important. He just wanted to make sure that the bad 

experience of other countries such as Spain and Germany 

will not be repeated to Saudi Arabia. 

 Dr. Fahad is also on the same view with Engr. Al-Jabri that 

Saudi Arabia must be more intelligent, must seek 

perfection, avoid mistakes of other countries and must 

learn the right way. He also mentioned that Saudi Arabia 

has learned from experiences of other countries. Dr. Fahad 

stated that KACARE is willing to have another (multiple) 

workshops with all concerned members to discuss the 

proposed amendments. 

 Dr. Zayan stated that some members of the committee did 

not do their homework because the experiences of other 

countries had already been documented by KACARE and 

that a report with the proposed amendments, using other 

countries’ Codes as benchmark, was sent to all members 

more than a month before the meeting. He reiterated that 

the GCSC had approved a sub-committee to work with 

KACARE to facilitate inclusion of renewables in the SAGC, 

and that detailed comments by the sub-committee on the 

proposed amendments were shared with all members prior 

to the meeting. He also stated that all members were 

invited to attend the workshop held the day before the 

meeting to discuss the proposed amendments, but few 

members showed up. Dr. Zayan mentioned that the 

attendees during yesterday’s workshop were of the 

common view that some proposed amendments were not 

controversial and that the attendees reached an agreement 

on them with some modifications, and he suggested that 

those amendment should be set for voting. He stated that 

passing those amendments now will clear the way to 

discuss the remaining amendments that the attendees did 
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No. Clause Responsibilities 
not agree on in the next GCSC meeting especially that it is 

impossible to vote on thirteen amendments in one 

meeting. 

 Engr. Al-Jabri mentioned that we do not see any renewable 

plant coming in right now. There is no need for the 

Committee to rush with the voting of these proposed 

amendments. 

 Dr. Fahad indicated that we need to be proactive, and 

reflect professionalism in paving the road for the country 

mission. 

 Chairman mentioned that he will not send the proposed 

amendments to ECRA on a piece-meal basis. All the 

proposed amendments will be sent to ECRA at one time 

only until all amendments have been decided upon by the 

Committee. The Chairman will keep the approved 

amendments with him in his office until such time that all 

amendments have been decided and approved upon. 

 Dr. Zayan mentioned that there is no need to name the 

Saudi Sustainable Energy Control Center (SSECC) in the 

Code as the entity that will act on behalf of all renewables. 

He stated that, for instance, it is sufficient that the Code 

states what each generating unit will have to do, but the 

detailed mechanism of how renewables choose to do it 

does not belong in the Code. However, it may belong in the 

Power Purchase Agreement of the renewable resource. He 

also reiterated that we should refrain from spelling the 

names of organizations because we don’t want to change 

the Code each time their name change.   

 Engr. Jabri mentioned that during the presentation and 

discussion, KACARE will give the full picture as contained in 

the whole package of proposed amendments. 

 Engr. Abdullah Al-Sheri mentioned that the characteristics 

and behavior of renewable energy are not known at this 

time and how it will be dealt with. Engr. Al-Sayed seconded 

this view. 

 Dr. Fahad stated that for the second set of amendments 

containing the numerical values, members are expected to 

bring their people with the best knowledge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jonathan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members 
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No. Clause Responsibilities 
 Engr. Al-Nafey mentioned that the proposed amendments 

have been explained in detail during the workshop. 

 Engr. Sedqi stated that he has no objection. Some 

provisions are serving the National Grid making the Grid 

Code more stringent as current practice in other Grid 

Codes. 

 Engr. Jabri stated that he maintained his position to object 

with the voting and to follow the approved agenda, which 

is presentation and discussion only of the proposed 

amendments.  

 Dr. Fahad agree with this proposal but requesting that the 

voting will be done next meeting. The Chairman seconded 

this view. 

 Dr. Jonathan was instructed by the Chairman to proceed 

with his presentation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5- Amendment No. 14A041. 

 A clarification was raised regarding Power Park Module’s 

compliance with Grid Code. Dr. Jonathan mentioned that 

Suppliers or Manufacturers cannot sell inverters without 

the required capability. He also mentioned that standards 

should follow Grid Code’s requirements and not the 

opposite as Grid Code are designed to secure the power 

system in a cost effective way. Amendments are however 

in line with current practices in several countries and do 

not create challenges for manufacturers. 

 Under the definition of Inertia, the Chairman suggested to 

add the phrase “ if requested by the TSP”, as this is a very 

complex issue. Dr. Jonathan mentioned that this is not 

needed right now but in 20 years it will be necessary. This 

issue will be discussed further in the Connection part of the 

proposed amendments. 

 Engr. Al-Sayed mentioned that Inertia is used to limit 

frequency decay/decline. Dr. Jonathan mentioned that 

Spinning Reserve is slower than inertia. In the future, 

Synthetic Inertia will become a new type of reserve before 

Primary Reserve. The goal is to make sure that the system 

stays secure. 

 Engr. Jabri asked whether Waste-to-Energy is considered 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jonathan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jonathan / 
Members 
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No. Clause Responsibilities 
renewable? Dr. Jonathan mentioned that the common 

practice is that it is a country decision and is a case-to-case 

basis. KSA must come up with its own decision. 

 Engr. Bugshan raised a question whether back-to-back 

converters are considered renewables? Dr. Jonathan 

responded that it is considered as a transmission element 

not  as a generating unit. 

 

6- Amendment No. 14A043. 

 Chairman suggested to add the phrase “ if TSP needs it” in 

clause 2.5.5.7 regarding TSP’s requirement for black start 

capability units. 

 
Dr. Jonathan 
 
 

7- Amendment No. 14A045. 

 Engr. Mahjoub clarifies whether the voltage is at the 

Generator Terminal Units as per the definition of the 

Generating Unit. Dr. Jonathan stated that it is the 

capability of the Generating Unit as seen in the High 

Voltage side.  

 The Chairman instructed the Secretariat to bring copies of 

the SAGC User Guide next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretariat 

8- Amendment No. 14A053. 

 Dr. Zayan reminded Dr. Jonathan to provide justification 

for each amendment such as similar provisions from Grid 

Codes of other countries. 

 During the discussion, the Chairman stated that this 

proposed amendment under clause 2.5.5.21 must be 

revised. This proposed amendment must only cater to 

those load customers with embedded generation to make 

sure that they have sufficient back-up to support the 

requirement of their facilities.  

 
 
Dr. Jonathan 
 
 
Engr. Fayez and 
Members 
 
 
 

9- Amendment No. 14A042. 

 An issue was raised by Dr. Zayan regarding this proposed 

amendment stating that clause 2.4 is about Transmission 

System Performance while 2.5.5 is about generators’ 

requirements. This will have to be further discussed next 

meeting. 

 
Dr. Jonathan and 
Members 

10- Amendment No. 14A052. 

 The Chairman asked Dr. Jonathan to submit an 

 
Dr. Jonathan 
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No. Clause Responsibilities 
amendment showing the summary in table format.  

11- Amendment No. 14A049. 

 Dr. Jonathan mentioned that Synchronously Connected 

Renewable Resource Generating Units will be asked to run 

on House Load Operation as long as technically feasible 

based on Available Active Power but not exceeding 1 hour.  

 
 

12- Amendment No. 14A044. 

 Dr. Zayan requested Dr. Jonathan to provide similar 

provisions from other International Grid Codes.  

 
Dr. Jonathan 

13- Amendment No. 14A047, 14A048, 14A050, and 14A051. 

 The Chairman asked Dr. Jonathan to provide supporting 

documents or references from other Grid Codes and to 

resubmit the proposed amendment. Dr. Jonathan to 

provide supporting references from at least two (2) 

International Grid Codes.  

 
Dr. Jonathan 

14- Any other business 

 Dr. Fahad mentioned that KACARE is open to conduct 

another workshop for those who were not able to attend 

and for those who are still interested to attend. The 

invitation, including the venue and date will be sent by Dr. 

Fahad to the Committee. 

 Dr. Jonathan was advised by the Chairman that the voting 

of the proposed amendments should be in sequence and 

already with justification from other International Grid 

Codes. 

 
Dr. Fahad 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jonathan 

15- Determining the date and venue of the next meeting 

 The next meeting will be in Riyadh, to be hosted by ECRA 

on 21st of May 2014, (Thursday). 

 
Engr. Al-Jabri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 Minutes of 21
st
 Meeting 

27 Feb 2014 

 

  

Page 8 of 8                                                    GCSC 
 

No. Clause Responsibilities 
 

 

Acknowledgement of SEC 

 The committee thanked and appreciated KACARE for the 

generous hosting of the meeting, and the warm welcome and 

hospitality. 

 
 
 Hamed Abdallah Al- Saggaf 
        

 
 

 

     Chairman, Grid Code  
    Supervisory Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Electricity & Co-generation Regulatory Authority; and 
      All Members and Guests 


